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The Bush Fires. The Bush Fires.

R WOODVILLE EXAMINER,
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that have been blowing have resulted  ANUARY i
in the fives that were smonldering
brightening up and blazing fieveely, Using This Item
Last righi the view from any posi- :
tion that commanded an outlook waa  >°¢°urSopyriahtauide for
very fine, and would have been very Efmmmhnwmm? gagiie
pleasing if it was not for the thought '
that fire is such a bad master, and
that 1t was patting so many people
in danger. 6 is years since Wood-
ville was in the mid-t of such a sea
of fives as it is at present, and even
then it was not o great, as the Man-
gahao was not then cleared,
Yesterday and the day before the
Mangahao distriet was covered with
simmoke, and news from it was very
anxiously awaited., We hear that a
geod deal of damage has been done,
and that several setclers have been
burned out, but owing to the wires
being interrupted, it is very . hard to
geb full particulars. We have been
informed that our old friend, Mr
John Harding, had to lower his wife
and children down the well to save
them from the flames, but we are
not clear as to whether he was able
to save house or not,

TIIE TGWYX,

We have not heard of any serions
damagze done in the town icself, but
there were very great apprehen-
sions yesterday afternoon., Abont
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half-past three the five bell rang ount
an alarim, and the engine was
taken down to Station Street be-
hind Jull's hotel, where it waz used
to prevent Me Hﬂueucks cottages
catching alight. If these had uaught
the probability is that Mre Jull’s
etables would have been set alight
by them, and that the fire would have
snaad to the hotel itzelf, and pro
beIy further. It would have beeu
impossible to have saved the railway
cottages and 1he stationmaster’s
house, but we are clad to say that
the hurra.dﬁ did gnnd work again,
and checked the five.

Mr Troup has lost o large stack of
hny on his Iarm on Woodlands Road,
Mr Cupningham one on the Pinfold
Road (he had ouly got it up in the
mornmng), and Mer Ware a good
stack iu the ecmetery,  Many others
have gone too that have not been
reporied to us,

AMANGATAINOLA,

Mr Gureville, of  Mangatainoka,
lost his cowshed and outbuildings,
while Mr Wyeth was unfortunate
encugh to lose everything, house,
outbuildings and all, even to his dog
kenuel,  Messrs Monckton DBros.
have lost a lot of sheep, and Mr
Wm. MeDonald has lost some sheep
and some cocksfoot grass.

A couple of days ago a fire was
started on DMr Ormond's Maori re-
serve across the Manawatu, and
rapidly spread. All the grass on the
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thousand acres, was burnt up com-
pletely. Mr Harris was soon at
work and got 2400 of the sheep
transferred to this side of the river,
and the balance and the cattle taken
down to the low land by the junction
of the Manawatu and Mangahao, so
that the stock is all right, The
five spread along the river bed to
the boundary of Messrs Ormond’s
and J. H. Monteilh's properties, and
soon covered the latter. The country
hereabouts is very thickly covered
with fallen timber, and is burning
furiously, We hear that Mr Mon-
teith has had to get his belongings
packed ready for removal, and that
all the settlers near hLim are very
hard at work trying to prevent the
flames reaching their dwellings.
We sent a reporter down this
morning, bunt the fire was so fierce
across the road that he was unable
to get throngh, Up in the

MAHARAHARA

it bhas been very bad. In the
Coppermine Yalloy Messrs Omund-
sen, Jas, Carter, W. Murray, and
IPoley have losi all their cocksfoot.
Mr Foley in addition has had the
misfortune to lose his hnusu. but we
are unable to say if it is insured or
not. Mr Murray had a great strug-
gle to save his hnuua and barns, but
has managed it so far, althoue’y he
has lost h s buggy shed, ‘e algo
lma.r tlmt Mr John Read has lost his
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